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"Probe to reveal hidden reactions. Movement exposes truth that stillness conceals."
— 36 Stratagems, Stratagem 13

S T R A T A G E M

Design low-cost probes that

reveal readiness before
committing irreversible

resources.

Test whether stated interest survives

contact with reality. Watch for self-

generated effort, tolerance of frustration,

and return visits without prompting.

These signals predict long-term success

better than enthusiasm or parental hope.

R E M E M B E R

Intrinsic motivation predicts

persistence. External pressure
predicts burnout.

Research shows that children who

pursue activities for internal reasons

persist through difficulty at three times

the rate of children motivated by

external rewards or parental

expectations. The probe reveals which

kind of motivation is driving your child

before you invest in programs they will

quit.

T H I S  W E E K

Three moves to run now

C O R E  I N S I G H T

When parents commit resources based on assumption rather than evidence, they waste time and capital their families cannot
recover. Strategic parents probe first with reversible tests that cost little but reveal everything about genuine readiness versus

wishful thinking. The child who experiments before committing learns the meta-skill that matters most in an unpredictable
economy: how to gather signal before making bets.
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But you can out-human it.
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SCAN FOR

PARENT'S ART OF WAR
打草驚蛇

Identify one interest your child has

expressed recently. Before investing

time or money, design a two-week

probe that costs less than fifty dollars

and requires your child to self-direct

their effort. Write down the decision

rule: what will you observe that tells

you they are ready to go deeper?

If your child is currently enrolled in an

expensive program they are not

enjoying, run a probe for an adjacent

interest instead of forcing them to

finish. Give them permission to explore

whether the real interest is slightly

different from what you both assumed.

Reframe quitting as redirection, not

failure.

Model this behavior in your own career.

Share with your child one small

experiment you are running to test a

new skill or opportunity before

committing fully. Let them see you

probe your own readiness. Name the

signals you are watching for. Show

them the method, not just the

outcome.


