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"Show one intention, pursue another. Make a visible feint in one direction while your true force moves unseen toward
the objective."
— 36 Stratagems, Stratagem 08

S T R A T A G E M

Show one intention, pursue

another

Engineer environments where your child

builds durable skills while appearing to

do something else entirely. The learning

is invisible to them—that is why it works.

Remove the educational label, keep the

skill-building mechanism, and let

invisible repetition compound.

R E M E M B E R

73% of knowledge work is

automatable by 2030

The skills that matter—negotiation,

adaptive problem-solving, self-directed

learning—cannot be taught through

visible curriculum.[1] They accumulate

through invisible repetition in low-

stakes environments your child does

not recognize as educational. That is

not a bug. It is the feature.

T H I S  W E E K

Three moves to run now

C O R E  I N S I G H T

Your child does not need to look like they are learning for learning to occur. The parent who engineers invisible skill development—
embedding deliberate practice inside activities that look recreational, social, or even wasteful—raises a child who compounds
capability without triggering resistance. When 73% of knowledge work tasks will be automated by 2030, the skills that matter most

cannot be taught through visible curriculum alone.[1] They accumulate through strategic misdirection: your child thinks they are
playing, arguing, or exploring—while you know they are building the exact capabilities AI cannot replicate.
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Raised Nimble
You cannot out-compete AI.
But you can out-human it.
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SCAN FOR

PARENT'S ART OF WAR
暗渡陳倉

Identify one skill your child needs. Find

an activity where that skill is

embedded but not announced. Create

the conditions, then disappear.

When your child encounters friction in

an invisible learning environment—an

argument, a failing project, a logistical

mess—resist the urge to intervene. Let

them iterate toward their own solution.

Audit your week. How many hours

does your child spend in visible

learning environments versus invisible

ones? If the ratio is above 3:1, you are

under-investing in the skills that will

matter most.


